Department of Quantitative Social Science
Short Course Programme 2012-13

Training in social science research methods to analyse
policy issues in the public, private and third sectors

To book a place on any of these courses, please email David Fowkes on d.fowkes@ioe.ac.uk
saying which course you are interested in and giving the name and address of the person we
should invoice, plus a Purchase Order number if your organization requires this. Bookings without
this information will be provisional only. Your booking will be acknowledged and joining instructions
sent to you about two weeks before the start of the course. Most courses run from 9.00 to 17.00
each day; some may start at 9.30, 9.45 or 10.00 am.
All our courses are held at the main Institute of Education building at 20 Bedford Way, London
WC1H 0AL. For further information or any queries/suggestions, please contact
d.fowkes@ioe.ac.uk.
Please note: cost of all courses covers an individual pack of materials, and refreshments but not
lunch during the days of the course.

Timetable
Course

Dates

Tutor

Price

Statistics I: Methods of data
analysis

9 to 10 October

Dr Kirstine Hansen

£525 (£900 for
Statistics 1 & 2)

Statistics II: Multivariate
analyses

8 to 9 November

Dr Kirstine Hansen

£525 (£900 for
Statistics 1 & 2)

Experimental and quasiexperimental design

20 to 21 November

Professor John
Micklewright

£525

Data reduction and latent
variable models

11 to 12 December

Professor Dick
Wiggins

£525

Longitudinal analysis

5 to 6 February

Professor Ingrid
Schoon

£525

Longitudinal modelling

27 to 28 February

Professor Ingrid
Schoon

£525

Systematic reviews for policy
and practice

19 to 20 March
16 to 17 April

Dr Rebecca Rees

£900

Research for policy

24 to 25 April

Dr Kirstine Hansen

£525

Evaluation methods and
economic appraisal: Part 1

2 to 3 May

Professor Lorraine
Dearden

£525 (£900 for
Statistics 1 & 2)

Evaluation methods and
economic appraisal: Part 2

16 to 17 May

Professor Anna
Vignoles

£525 (£900 for
Statistics 1 & 2)

Survey data collection

20 to 21 June

Dr Kirstine Hansen

£525

Course descriptions
Statistics I: Methods of data analysis
Tutor: Dr Kirstine Hansen
Two days: 9 to 10 October 2012 | £525*
This two-day course is for people who want to develop their skills in data analysis. The course
aims to familiarise students with: basic descriptive statistics; hypothesis testing and statistical
significance; correlation and regression analyses. In the workshops the objective will be to put the
analytical techniques introduced in the lectures to use. Students will learn how to analyse a large
dataset using a statistical computer package (SPSS) and will be encouraged to develop good
practice in presenting and interpreting the statistics they produce. By the end of the course,
students should be able to analyse critically the use of statistics in social policy research and to
feel comfortable with handling a large scale dataset and with producing and interpreting some
basic statistics of their own.

Statistics II: Multivariate analyses
Tutor: Dr Kirstine Hansen
Two days: 8 to 9 November 2012 | £525*
This course introduces students to the principles and assumptions of regression-based analysis
methods such as Linear, Logistic and Multinomial Logistic Regression. Students will learn the
theory in a classroom setting before using SPSS to analyse real data with practical examples.
*Fee for any two of the above courses: £900

Experimental & quasi-experimental design and evaluation
Tutor: Professor John Micklewright
Two days: 20 to 21 November 2012 | £525
This two-day course aims to develop a better understanding of experimental and quasiexperimental methods amongst students. This will equip students to understand the main elements
of carrying out a randomised control trial; understand the principles on which the main types of
quasi-experimental design are based; interpret the outcome and results of experimental and quasiexperimental research and its quality; and know when it is appropriate to use such research
designs in government research.

Data reduction and latent variable models
Tutor: Professor Dick Wiggins
Two days: 11 to 12 December 2012
This course provides students with an understanding of, and gives them practice in, the use of data
reduction techniques and non-regression based analysis methods such as Principal Component
Analysis and Factor Analysis. It provides a practical understanding of the methods of modelling
relationships between latent variables and introduces the basics of structural equation modelling
using AMOS.

Longitudinal analysis
Tutor: Professor Ingrid Schoon
Two days: 5 to 6 February 2013 | £525*
This two-day introductory course is for students who want to know more about longitudinal data
and research design, and how longitudinal data and research can be used to answer key policy
questions. It forms the first two days of the four day MSc module on ‘Longitudinal Research and
Analysis’, but can be taken as a stand-alone course.

Longitudinal modelling
Tutor: Professor Ingrid Schoon
Two days: 27 to 28 February 2013 | £525*
This two day advanced course aims to provide the methodological and technical skills required to
understand the role that longitudinal data can play in the analysis and evaluation of government
and other policy interventions. It is intended as a follow on from the Longitudinal analysis course.
*Fee for both courses: £900

Systematic reviews for policy and practice
Tutor: Rebecca Rees
Four days: 19 to 20 March 2013 and 16 to 17 April 2013 | £900
This course allows students to develop a critical understanding of the principles and practice of
research synthesis. It will provide students with a critical understanding of the purpose of
systematic research synthesis and its relevance to evidence informed policy and practice.

Research for policy
Tutor: Dr Kirstine Hansen
Two days: 24 to 25 April 2013 | £525
This two-day course is for people who want to understand the relationship between research and
policy. The course aims to familiarise students with theory and practical issues with getting
research into the policy arena both from a research point of view and from a policy maker’s point of
view. Suitable for academics and policy makers, Masters students and PhD students. Students will
listen to a range of guest lectures by leading academics and policy makers. In 2012 this course
included the following guest lecturers:
 Professor Anna Vignoles: The role of economic modelling in influencing government education
policy
 Dr Ruth Lupton: Influencing housing policy using qualitative research
 Dr Rebecca Allen: The Brighton and Hove school lottery
 Professor Gemma Moss: Policy from a policy maker’s perspective
 Leon Feinstein: The role of research in Whitehall
 Tim Butcher: Research and policy at the Low Pay Commission
 Lee Elliott Major: Enabling research to impact on policy and practice: The role of the Sutton Trust

Evaluation methods and economic appraisal: Part 1
Tutor: Professor Lorraine Dearden
Two days: 2 to 3 May 2013 | £525*
This two-day course explains the role that economic analysis can play in policy evaluation. It
focuses on a selection of quasi-experimental approaches to evaluation of policy. This course can
be taken together with Evaluation Methods and Economic Appraisal: Part 2, as a four-day course
in order to gain a more comprehensive course on quantitative methods of evaluation.

Evaluation methods and economic appraisal: Part 2
Tutor: Lindsey MacMillan
Two days: 16 to 17 May 2013 | £525*
This two-day course explains the role that economic analysis can play in policy evaluation. It
focuses on a selection of quasi-experimental approaches to evaluation of policy. This course can
be taken together with Evaluation methods and economic appraisal: Part 1, as a four-day course in
order to gain a more comprehensive course on quantitative methods of evaluation.
*Fee for both courses £900

Data collection survey methods
Tutor: Dr Kirstine Hansen
Two days: 20 to 21 June 2013 | £525
This course aims to provide an overview to survey data collection – for those interested in
commissioning a survey, conducting one, using data from a survey or even reading a journal article
which uses survey data. This course will improve your ability to do all of these things better. It gives
participants an understanding of the different types and modes of survey data collection that can
be used to answer key policy questions; it provides participants with an understanding and
experience of devising high quality survey instruments; and gives them an understanding of what
high quality means in undertaking survey data collection, learning about response and nonresponse, how measurement errors are produced and how they can be minimised at each stage of
the survey cycle.

